The Lankavatara Sutra (Chapter 1)
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(1-66)

Mahamati!

These Icchantikas are not the icchantikas of the three vehicle seed nature; they do
not have icchantikas’ nature.

If they do, who can turn worldly things and reach liberation?
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1-(1-66)
Mahamati! There are two types of icchantika:

First type: those persons who forsake all wholesome roots.
Second type: those bodhisattvas who make vows to save all beings since
beginningless time.
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What is meant by forsaking all wholesome roots?
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3-(1-66)

It refers to those who slander the Bodhisattva-garbha and speak erroneous
words. They claim that Bodhisattva-garbha is not sutras, Vinaya (rules) or
liberation (from Samadhi). They have forsaken all wholesome roots.
Therefore, they are unable to enter the nirvana.
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4-(1-66)

The second type is bodhisattvas who manifest in the world and use expediency in
keeping with their original vows. They do not enter nirvana until all beings have
entered the nirvana.
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5-(1-66)
Mahamati! In fact they have already realized nirvana but have not entered nirvana.
These bodhisattvas are also going to the way of icchantikas.
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(1-67)
Mahamati asked Buddha:



Bhagavan (World Honored One), between these two types of icchantikas, which
one realized nirvana but have not entered nirvana?
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1-(1-68)

Buddha told Mahamati: The bodhisattva-icchantikas have realized that all things
are nirvana in origin; therefore they do not need to enter nirvana again.

These bodhisattva-icchantikas are not icchantikas who have forsaken all
wholesome roots
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2-(1-68)

Mahamati! After suffering, those icchantikas who have forsaken all
wholesome roots might someday be willing to accept the assistance from
Tathagata and nurture their wholesome roots.
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3-(1-68)
Why?
Tathagata does not give up any living beings.
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4-(1-68)
For this reason, bodhisattva-icchantikas do not enter nirvana.
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Furthermore, Mahamati! Bodhisattva-Mahasattva should be very
knowledgeable with the tri-svabhava (the three self-natures).
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2-(1-69)

What are the three self-natures?

They are:

1) The Svabhava of false thoughts,

2) The Svabhava of arising conditions, and
3) The Svabhava of perfection and truth.
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(1-70)
Mahamati! The Svabhava of false thoughts arises from (grasping of external)
formes.
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Mahamati asked Buddha: Bhagavan (World Honored One), how does the
Svabhava of false thoughts arise from forms?
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Buddha told Mahamati: The false thoughts arise from the conditions of
the past self-natures which includes the contents of matters, the forms, the
left-over images of the external object; and the current things, the
appearance, and the content of matter -
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1-(1-72)

Within those attachments, practitioners thought they are established by
Tathagatas, Fully Enlightened One, in response to two kinds of Svabhava of
false thoughts which are the given names attachments and the things’
appearance attachments
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2-(1-72)
Attachments to the given name refer to the things' attachments of inner six
sense organs and the six external objects.
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The attachment to matters refers to the attachment to self-appearance and
common appearance of the physical body and worldly things.

These are two kinds of Svabhava of false thoughts -
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4-(1-72)
General speaking, the Svabhava arises based on causes and conditions (and
the mind arises), this is the Svabhava of arising conditions.
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(1-73)
What is the Svabhava of perfection and truth?
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1-(1-73)

It is free of the false thoughts in given names and forms.

It is the state of sages and the conduct of the Sagely Enlightenment.

It is called the perfect and true self-nature or the mind of Tathagagata-garhba.
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1-(1-74)

Then, Bhagavan (World Honored One) recited this in verse style:

Names, forms and false thoughts correspond to the two kinds of Svabhava.

Right knowledge and true suchness correspond to the Svabhava of perfection and
truth.
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(1-75)

Mahamati! This is called the sutra of observing the five things (hames, forms, false
thoughts, right knowledge and true suchness) and the tri- svabhava (the three self-
natures).
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1-(1-75)
It is the conduct of the Sagely Self-realized One. You and other bodhisattva-
mahasattvas should study and practice.
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Furthermore, Mahamati! Bodhisattva-mahasattvas are skillful in observing
the dual knowledge of emptiness (non-self) appearances.
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1-(1-76)
What is the knowledge of dual emptiness (non-self)?
It is the knowledge of emptiness (non-self) in people and things.
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What is the knowledge of emptiness (no-self) in people?
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1-(1-77)

It refers to Bodhisattvas who are free of Asraya (subject-mind), Alambana

( objects-external), skandhas (aggregates), dhatus (realms) and ayatanas
(entrances), ignorance, karmas, and desires; and knowing that when one’s eyes
encounter appearances give to rise to attachments and consciousness, so do the
other five sense organs.
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All the five sense organs, the outside world, and our bodies are established
from the self-mind (the alaya-vijnana, the 8th consciousness) and false
thoughts (the 6th consciousness).
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2-(1-77)
All things change and are destroyed ksana (momentary) just like rivers,
seeds, lights, wind, and cloud.
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3-(1-77)
The mind is restless like a monkey and defiled like a fly; desire is like the strong
wind blowing fire and never satisfied.
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Since beginningless time false habits create causes of seeds, turning the wheel of
birth and death of living being, just like a water-drawing wheel which never stops.
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5-(1-77)
It is also like a magic mantra, which regenerates various types of bodies and forms
or causes the wooden figures to move around.
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6-(1-77)
Bodhisattvas who understand well of such state have attained the knowledge of
emptiness (non-self) in people.

6-(1-77) ZHRAHAT > B NI -

k6-(K1-77) (EhE s Re) S AR (UE 1A > B AR -

¥ R

(1-78)
What is the knowledge of emptiness (no-self) in things?
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1-(1-78)

One must realize that skandhas, realms, and entrances, all have established
from one’s false thoughts. However, the self-form and self-nature are pure
(tranquil) in origin.
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2-(1-78)

And skandhas, realms, and entrances are free of Asraya (subject- the mind)
and Alambana (the objects-external) in origin; however, they are bound
together by the string of desires and accumulate the karmas.
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3-(1-78)
Causes and conditions interact and things arise, turning the wheel of
birth and death.

Therefore one should keep one’s mind unmoved.
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4-(1-78)

In summary, one should be free of self-appearance, common-appearance,
unreal false thoughts, and false powers. Otherwise, it is the state of a
worldlings person, not that of a sage or worthy.
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5-(1-78)

They (Buddhas and sages) are free of the mind (8th consciousness), the
manas (self, 7th consciousness), mano (mental activity, 6the
consciousness), vijnana (the 5th consciousness), the five things (hames,
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forms, false thought, right knowledge, and true suchness) and the three
self-natures.
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6-(1-78)
Mahamati! Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas should thoroughly observe that all
things have no self.
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7-(1-78)

Before long, Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas will attain the first level of
Bodhisattva, in which they observe well that all things have no existence.
This is their realized appearance in proper observation.
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They (Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas) observe, realize and are enlightened with
joy, ascending to the ninth level gradually and successively beyond to the
tenth ground, which is called the ground of dharma clouds.

8-(1-78) BIZ BB, OB - BIUMIE » FREEH, -

kB-(1-78) 812, [HI(1E), (T ELANTIE, ZCe » () L)
> GE)EEE -

9-(1-78)

12



On the ground of dharma cloud (the 10th ground), Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas will
establish himself the immeasurable treasure solemn, the great lotus statue (in
Bodhi) and the adorned palace (the dharma body).
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They (Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas) will attain the great lotus appearance
through practicing maya-upama-samadhi and be certified with the pure self-
nature.

They are qualified to sit in the lotus seat in the place and are surrounded by
an unsurpassed number of family folks with similar characters coming from all
Buddha lands.
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They will be infused with wisdom by Buddha’s hand just like a prince being
appointed by the king of the turning wheel.
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12-(1-78)After that, they will transcend the ground of Buddhists, will reach the
state of the Sagely Self-Realized One and will attain the self-mastery dharma
body of Tathagata.
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13-(1-78)

They (Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas) will be able to attain the knowledge of
emptiness (non-self) in things. This is named the knowledge of emptiness (no-
self) of things.
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You and the other Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas should study and practice these.
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(End of ref#10/book pagel07-2)
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