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Nirvana and differences
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Then, Bodhisattva Mahamati asked Buddha: Bhagavan (World Honored One),
what is the content of Nirvana dharma?

Many externalists falsely claim that they have entered their version of nirvana.
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Buddha told Mahamati: Listen well! Listen well and reflect well, for | will
explain this to you.

Nirvana is not what externalists claim to be, which they reach with false thoughts
and differentiation.

Mahamati replied: | will uphold the teaching.
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Buddha told Mahamati:

1.) There are externalists whose theories are similar to those of second vehicle
practitioners, they claim nirvana to be a state in which

a.) The five skandhas (aggregates), dhatus (eighteen realms) and ayatanas (six
entrances) have ceased like the fire extinguished, the seeds decayed, and there are
no false thoughts (in the 6™ consciousness),

b.) desires or greed no longer arise when encountering external objects,

c.) one realizes all things are impermanent,

d.) the king of the mind (seeds from the 8" conciseness), and the objects of the
mind no longer rise,

e.) thoughts no longer roam in the past, future and present (when one is attached
to absolute emptiness and is trending to annihilationism).

Mahamati! Buddha’s nirvana is not extinctions of all dharma (Rather, it is the
non-production and non-extinction of all dharma).

(Above is the 1st type of externalists’ nirvana theory.)
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2-(3-413)

2.) Mahamati! Other externalists believe that nirvana and liberation are that the
living beings born in one direction and die in another direction in space, and their
minds also cease to operate, just like the wind stopped blowing.

(Above is the 2nd type of externalists’ nirvana theory.)
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3.) Some believe that liberation is extinctions of awareness and objects of
awareness.

(Above is the 3rd type of externalists’ nirvana theory.)
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4-(3-413)
4.) Some perceive liberation to be in the views of eternality and annihilation.
(This is the 4th type of externalists’ nirvana.)

4-(3-413) S A F I - fERRIRAE - (5F 471H)

K4-(3-413) Si(YMEEESHETH) ROR)HE (SO - (ECER)BIE - (R 4
fé)



5-(3-413)

5.) Some believe that various appearances and thoughts are causes for sufferings.
With such view, they are not aware of their own perceptions of the self-mind.
They fear appearances, love no appearance and think this is nirvana.

(This is the 5th type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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6.) Some believe that all inner (physical body) and outer (external objects) have
self-appearances and common-appearances and that natures of these things (the
combination of physical body and external objects) are indestructible throughout
the past, present and future, and they perceive this to be nirvana.

(This is the 6th type of externalists’ nirvana theory.)
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7.) Some perceive that the extinction of appearances of the self, people, living
beings and life spans to be nirvana.

(This is the 7th type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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8-(3-413)

8.) There are foolish people who learn from the externalists of Sankya who hold
evil and wrongful knowledge;
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8a-(3-413)
They falsely claim that there are tamas (absolute nothingness as the self-nature in
origin) and purusa (creator; maker) which are different from each other.
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And claim that Prakrti (the mind) gives birth to purusa (creator; maker) which
Is equivalent to tamas (primitive self-nature).
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and that from tamas (primitive self-nature) buddhi is developed and so on.
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8d-(3-413)

The guna (merits) can transform micro dust to world dharma (phenomenal).
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8e-(3-413)
They believe that purusa (creator) and guna are the nirvana.
(This is the 8th type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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b.) (MEHHHHFE Prakrti) =55 purusa Fr(4E)H » SR (E9)) B H:EIEME) -
c.) W) EFI(E M, 42 4F buddhi Z2)EEGH) -
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(Mrs. Kao):

Fo Guang Dictionary

Externalists’ early doctrine advocated the unification of spirit and material

as the “highest self”, that is, taking the standpoint of theism and monism (see

the narrative poem). In the later period, they denied the “highest self” and
became the dualism of atheism.

- The creator is a pure consciousness and has no function. It merely reflects
the self-nature.

- The self-nature develops into enlightened (Sanskrit: Buddhi).

- Arrogance (Sanskrit: ahajkara), five elements, sixteen variations. This
principle is collectively called the Twenty-Five Noble Truths with the
creator and self-nature.

- The so called self-nature (Sanskrit: prakrti) is the only cause for
development, and its constituent elements includes three virtues such as
goodness (Sanskrit: sattva), confused (Sanskrit: rajas), and darkness
(Sanskrit: tamas).

- The creator is the materials produced after the development, and exist
alone. At that time, it is called liberation.
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9-(3-413)

9.) Some tirthaka (externalists) who hold the view of causelessness and
effectlessness believe nirvana is the emptiness of merits and sin;

10.) or the emptiness of worries without cultivation;

11.) or the extinguishment of wisdom.

(The 9th, 10th and 11th type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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12-(3-413)

12.) Some tirthaka (externalists) believe nirvana to be the Mahesvara for it
creates births and deaths of living beings.

(This is the 12th type of externalists’ nirvana.)

12-3-413) KA B 1E - BRHEEFEASLE - (FEEE - (56 1271)

k12-(3-413) B(H4ME) RO BLECRHEEE © Mahesvara) » EHE (E)(F
(RAEZ)ESE  (RWEERMEERTE - (56 127F)



13- (3-413)

13.) Some believe births and deaths of living beings are cycles without causes.
Clinging to this belief of the erroneous cause continuously, foolish tirthaka
(Externalists) are not aware. They think this is nirvana.

(This is the 13th type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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14-(3-413)

14.) Some tirthaka (externalists) said that they have attained nirvana of tamas
(true self-nature in origin) .

(This is the 14th type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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15.) Some believe nirvana to be the combinations of (inner) merits (the creator of
mind) and (outer) guna (objects formed by motes of dusts), from which develops
the nature of the same, different, both identical or both different.

(This is the 15th type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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(Mrs. Kao):
They believe that motes of dusts are the creator, and dharma arise from
combination of dusts is merit.
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16-(3-413)

16.) Some (externalists of Samjaya) believe nirvana to be the (mother) nature that
gives rise to all things in this world, such as colorful peacocks, various precious
minerals and thorns.

(This is the 16th type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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17-(3-413)

17.) Mahamati! Some (externalists of Sankya) believe that nirvana is the
awareness of the twenty-five theories.

(This is the 17th type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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18-(3-413)

18.) Some (externalists of Vaisesika) believe that the nirvana is the king who
protects his country and upholds the six virtue theories.

(This is the 18th type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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School of Vaisesika, one of the six ancient Indian philosophies,
transliterated “Wei Shi Shi Jia”, also translated as “Pi Shi Shi”, the original
meaning is difference. Paraphrasing as surpassing or victory.

Its founder is Kanada, whose name is Uluka Raga, who is the third
generation BC. Kanada practiced ascetic practices throughout his life and
often lived on straw in the field.

The theory is from the VaiSesika-siitra, which was written in the second
century BC.
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19-(3-413)

19.) Some believe time and space are the causes of the world.
These people fathom it is nirvana.

(This is the 19th type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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20.) Some perceive nirvanato be the entity with self-nature;

21.) Some perceive nirvana to be the non-entity with non-self-nature;

22.) Some perceive nirvana to be having self-nature and having non-self-nature;
23.) Some believe nirvana to be the difference of different philosophical schools.
(These are the 20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd type of externalists’ nirvana.)
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24-(3-413)
There are many false thoughts created by the externalists. They will not obtain
nirvana, and will be discarded by the wise.
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25-(3-413)

Mahamati! All tirthaka theories (externalist’s theories) fall into the dualistic

view, they believe this is nirvana. Their view of nirvana comes from their

false thoughts of production and extinguishment.
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26-(3-413)
Mahamati , the externalists created their versions of nirvana, which cannot stand
by the test of the wise.
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Their false thoughts attach citta (the mind), mano and manas (mentation) to
external dusts. Their false thoughts float like water algae and are speedy like wild
horses and erupt like strong torrents, therefore they are unable to reach nirvana.
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Mahamati! | said the state of nirvana is:

1.) the awareness of the self-mind,

2.) being detached to the natures of external objects,

3.) free of catuskoti (the four extremes theories or the four tenets),

4.) thoroughly realizing the true suchness and true appearance,

5.) not falling into the self-false thought of dualistic views, for the grasping
mind and objects of grasped are unattainable.

6.) understanding living beings’ discrimination, attachment and their mental
capacities are not real.

7.) not following or studying living beings’ false theories,

8.) leaving all erroneous theories and attaining self-realization,

9.) knowing the meaning of the dual emptiness, free of the two annoyances,
cleaning up two obstructions and being apart from two kinds of death forever.
10.) knowing the contents and practices of each bodhisattva ground and
transcending to the Tathagata ground,

11.) and realizing expedient images and illusions in deep Samadhi and being free
of citta (the mind, 8" consciousness), manas (the self, 7" consciousness), mano
(mental activities, 5™ consciousness), and vijnana (five consciousness).

All of the above is the state of nirvana.
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1-(3-414)
Mahamati! You and other bodhisattva-mahasattvas should study right dnarma
and should stay away from false theories of the nirvana held by externalists.
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Then, to illustrate the meaning, Bhagavan (World Honored One) recited these in
verse style:
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1-(3-416)
Externalists' views on nirvana are false thoughts that derived from their self-minds,
and this is not the way to attain liberation or expediency.
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2-(3-416)

They have no knowledge that the bounded mind and objects of bondage are from
self-mind and do not possess wholesome expediency.

They hope for liberation but their theories cannot lead them to liberation.
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3-(3-416)

Divided into many schools of evil views, externalists claim that they have reached
nirvana.

Their views are just foolish false thoughts and will not lead them to liberation.
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4-(3-416)
All foolish externalists hold the views of Asraya (subject), Alambana (object),
existence and non-existence, and there is no liberation in them.
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5-(3-416)

Foolish people indulge in their own false thoughts and do not want to hear the
true wisdom.

Attachment to languages and words are the causes for the three sufferings, while
true wisdom can extinguish the cause of sufferings.
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6-(3-416)

All things are like images reflected in a mirror, and they are not real.

With false thought in the mind-mirror, foolish people see the two - the
grasping mind and objects of grasped, and think they are real.
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7-(3-416)

When one does not understand the mind and conditions, one develops the false
thoughts of Asraya (subject) and Alambana (object).

When one understands the mind and conditions, one’s false thoughts will not
arise.
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Mind is no other than multiplicity; one should away from of Asraya (subject)
and Alambana (object).

Matters are visible but not in the way as seen by the ignorant with false
thoughts.
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9-(3-416)
The three realms are no other than false thoughts; all external objects are not real.
All forms are derived from false thoughts, ignorant people do not understand.
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10-(3-416)

In every sutra, Buddha says that false thoughts are from attachment to names
or words.

If one can away from the attachments of names and words, one can be free
of false thoughts (and its theory of governance).
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(End of ref#29/book page#336-3)
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