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Transformation of Tathagata

40. ANZREBAL
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Then, Bodhisattva Mahamati asked Buddha: Bhargavann (World Honored One),
why do you say that it is no different in certifying the fruits of Anuttara Samyak
Sambodhi between Arhat and Bodhisattva?
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Who will reach Buddhahood if dharma of beings does not lead them to
nirvana?

2. (4-508) — VIR AEN RS » SR hE 2

2. k(4-508) (Bt =) VIR E(R)A(MER) MR sEEfE ?

3. (4-508)
Why do you say that you have not spoken a word or answered a question
from the time you attained Bodhi until the time you entered nirvana?
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4. (4-508)
Why did you say that Tathagata dwells in Samadhi at all time, without thinking or
observing? If so, how does he preach dharma to beings?
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5. (4-508)
Why did you say that preaching and saving beings are the jobs of transformation-
body Buddha?
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6. (4-508)
Why do you say that vijnanas turn in ksana (momentary, the smallest unit of time)
to extinguishment?
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(Explanation by Mrs. Kao, 1-6)
In the previous lecture, Buddha said that the 7th consciousness does not flow, and
the 8th conscious (Alaya Vijnana) does. Since the 7th consciousness does not
flow, its appearance should not extinguish in ksana (momentary, the smallest unit
of time)!
Why do you say now that all appearances of vijnanas extinguish in kasna
(momentary, the smallest unit of time)?
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7. (4-508)
Why is vajrapani-yaksa the guard of Buddha?
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(Explanation by Mrs. Kao, #7):

In the previous lecture, Buddha said the dharma body is indestructible, beyond
worldly imagination and cannot be described with any analogies.

If so, why does Buddha need the protection of vajrapani-yaksa?
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Why haven't you explain to us the origin of all things?
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When Buddha was in the world, why did Tathagata show demons, demonic
karmas, various kinds of evil karmas, retributions, Cancamanusya, the
Sundari- the daughter of CificaManavika with an empty bowl still remain
obstacles?
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(Mrs Kao):

a) A Brahman woman named Cancamanusya tried to slander Buddha with
an empty bowl.

Cancamanusya (Sanskrit: Cifica-manavika). Translation by meaning:
Tyranny.



Her reputation is similar to those of Devadatta, Kokalika and Sundari, all of
them tried to hinder Buddha from saving beings.

When the World-Honored One preached sutra at Jetavana-vihara (Jetavana
Monastery), his reputation was growing day by day, and externalists were
jealous. They secretly sent this woman into the monastery. She had a
wooden bowl tied to her belly, disguising herself as a pregnant woman. Then
in the assembly, she accused dharma preacher (Buddha) of having an affair
with her and that she was carrying his child.

While the assembly was having doubts, Sakra turned himself into a white rat,
went inside her clothes, cut off the thread and the bowl fell out. As the truth
was revealed, the assembly was relieved. Then, the ground ruptured and the
woman fell into the Avici Hell. In their journey to the west, Fa Xian and
Xuan Zang still saw the remains of the large deep pit.

(From the Sutra of the Appearance of Light, Chapter 10 Defamation.
Biography of Master Faxian. Records from the Regions West of the Great
Tang, Chapter 6.)

b) Sundari slanders the Buddha

After the above-mentioned conspiracy was debunked, they were still
obsessed, they launched a second attack, trying to use women to frame
Buddha again.

There was a girl named Sundari among the externalists who was entrusted
by the externalists and came in and out of Jetavana-vihara (Jetavana
Monastery) very diligently from morning to night. A few days later, the
externalists hired evil people with gold and silver. One night, when Sundari
was on her way to Jetavana-vihara, they killed her, and the body was buried
near Jetavana-vihara.

Next day, the externalists reported Sundari’s disappearance to the
government and requested a search. As a result, Sundari's body was found
near Jetavana-vihara.

In order to achieve the purpose of slandering the Buddha, the externalists
propagated everywhere and accused Buddha of murder. They said that at
minimal Sundari and the people in the Jetavana-vihara had impure behavior
and that Sundari's murder must be a dispute over an affair. Therefore, the
government naturally finds trouble in Jetavana-vihara.

3) Buddha went into the village of Suo Na and came out empty-bowled.
Why Buddha does still has the obstacles of evil karma?
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10. (4-508)

Why does Bhargavan still has these worldly suffering even though he has
attained sarvatha-jiiana (the wisdom of knowing all things in all aspects and
relationships)?
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Buddha told Mahamati: Listen well! Listen well and reflect well, for I will
explain this to you.

Mahamati replied: Very good indeed, Bhargavan (World Honored One), | will
uphold the teaching.
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Buddha said to Mahamati:

a.) for Sravakas (sound-hearers) to enter the true nirvana instead of dwelling in
nirvana with the remainder,

b.) to induce Sravakas (sound-hearers) to enter the Bodhisattva way,

c.) to cause those who practice the bodhisattva conduct in the nirvana of Sravakas
(sound-hearers) to turn away from the vehicle of Sravakas (sound-hearers) and to
proceed on Mahayana (the great vehicle).

d.) to let them know that they are certified as sound-hearers by
transformation-body Buddha. This is not the true certification by the
dharma-body Buddha.
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Mrs kao: (Buddha’s answer to question #1: Bhargavann (World Honored One),
why do you say that it is no difference in certifying the fruits of Anuttara Samyak
Sambodhi between Arhat and Bodhisattva?)
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Mahamati! These are the reasons that certifications for Sravakas (sound-hearers)
and those for bodhisattvas are not different.
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Maharnati! Sravakas (sound hearers), condition realizers, Buddhas and Tathagata
are not different for they all have eradicated the obstacle of annoyances and
liberated in mind (attained the knowledge of emptiness of people).

However, they (Sravakas and condition-realizers) haven't ended the obstacle of
knowledge (haven’t attained the knowledge of emptiness of things).
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Mahamati! Those who (Bodhisattvas) eradicated the obstacle of knowledge can
attain the knowledge of emptiness of things and the supreme tranquility.
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Those who (Sound hearers) wish to free the obstacles of annoyance should
initially eradicate the self of people in appearances, which enable them to
cease their 7th consciousness.
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Those who (Bodhisattvas) wish to free the obstacles of things should
completely eradicate their habits (of fundamental ignorance) in their vijnana-
garba (alaya vijnana-the 8th consciousness) and attain the entity of
Tathagata-ultimate tranquility.
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With the realization of eternally-dwelling, Tathagata knows that all things in the
past and future have no self-nature.
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Mrs. Kao: (Buddha’s answer to question #3: Why do you say that you have not
spoken a word or answered a question from the time you attained Bodhi
until the time you entered nirvana?)
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To fulfill the original endless big vows, (in a state of great tranquility, dharma-
body) Tathagata (manifests in response-body or transformation-body) and
preaches dharmas without thinking or observing.
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Mrs kao:(Buddha’s answer to question #4: Why did you say that Tathagata
dwells in Samadhi at all time, without thinking or observing? If so, how does he
preach dharma to beings?)
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To preach the right knowledge, Tathagata has no false thoughts and without
thinking or observation.
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Tathagata have eradicated the four kinds of ignorance (branch ignorance),
fundamental ignorance, habits, two kinds of obstacle (the obstacles of theory and
practice) and two kinds of deaths (the birth and death of body, rising and ceasing
of thoughts); he has realized the no-self in people (dual emptiness) and things and
free of the two obstacles.
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Mahamati! Seven consciousnesses, which includes manas vijnana, mano
vijnana and eye vijnana, create seeds in ksana (momentary, the the smallest
unit of time) when permeated by bad habits, have departed from the non-
outflow, awesome nature (Tathagata-garba), and turning in reincarnation of
appearances.

However, the entity of Tathagata-garba remains unmoved.
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Mrs. kao :(Buddha’s answer to question #6: Why do you say that vijnanas turn in
ksana (momentary, the smallest unit of time) to extinguishment?)
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Mahamati! Tathagata-garba is the causes of nirvana as well as that of reincarnation,
joy and suffering. This is not understood by foolish and ordinary people whose
minds are empty like those of Sravakas (sound-hearers) and are evil and chaotic like
those of externalists.
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Mahamati! Vajrapani-yaksa protects the transformation-body Buddha, not true
Tathagata.
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Mrs. kao :(Buddha answer to question #7: why does Buddha need the protection
of vajrapani-yaksa?)
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Mahamati! True Tathagata has no limitation in his sense organs.
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While some practitioners including ordinary people, Sravakas (sound-
hearers), condition-realizers and externalists, who have extinguished the
limitation of their sense organs, dwell in the samadhi of joy of current things,
Tathagata dwells in the deep samadhi of unlimited wisdom. He does not
need to be protected by vajrapani-yaksa.
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All transformation-body Buddha were not born from their karmas.
Transformation-body Buddhas are not the true dharma-body Buddha but are
not apart from the true dharma-body Buddha.
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Mrs kao:(Buddha’s answer to question #5: Why did you say that preaching and
saving beings are the jobs of transformation-body Buddha?
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Just as a potter who makes potteries depending on the combination of
materials and tools, in the same way, transformation-body Buddha preaches
dharma to living beings according to the foundations of living beings, not
the state of his own self-realization.
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Furthermore, Mahamati! With one thought after another extinguishes on the
7th consciousness, foolish people establish the annihilation view.
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Mrs. kao :(Buddha answer to question #8: Why haven't you explain to us the
origin of all things?)
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Not knowing that vijfiana-garba (alaya vijnana- the 8th consciousness) is
true in origin, foolish people develop the eternal view based on the endless
flow of thoughts on various consciousness.
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Views of annihilation and eternality appear from beings’ false thoughts, they
do not know the source of initial birth and death.
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If they cast away false thoughts and evil knowledge, they can attain mind
liberation.
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Buddha have eradicated habits of the four kinds of annoyance (branch ignorance)
and the fundamental ignorance, he has extinguished all faults.
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Then, to illustrate the meaning, Bhargavan (World Honored One) recited these in
verse style:
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The three vehicles have no vehicle , Tathagata is eternal.

Buddha certifies practitioners of the three vehicles because they will eventually be
free of all worldly annoyances.

1-(4-514) =3fr IR ’;‘ZDKKF“ B
—VIfbATEC > SiEE A

13



k1-(4-514) (AZRATEEA AT, B ) = INIER - ARCES H{EA D),
AR, —PIFEATEC(=ARA) - (B (&) (HEE)FA (EE) B -

2-(4-514)

To cause the second-vehicle (sound-hearers) to enter the non-intermittent
wisdom and the nirvana without remainder, and to cause those with low-
foundations (sound-hearers) to enter the bodhisattva path, Buddha preaches the
Buddhahood of second-vehicle.
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Buddha has attained true knowledge, he uses expediency to preach to Sravakas
(practitioner of the second vehicle) the wisdom realized by Buddha.

The various vehicles are not vehicles; the nirvana of the second-vehicle
practitioners is not true nirvana
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The four attachments to ignorance are attachments to desires, to forms, to
existences, and to views.

The four attachments arise from Mano (the 6th consciousness) in turn permeate
the alaya-vijnanas (the 8" consciousnesses), which is the home of manas vijnana
(the 7th consciousness, self).
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Externalists observe that mano vijnana (the 6th consciousness) and eye
consciousness etc. (the 5th consciousness) manifest and disappear by ksana
(momentary), they establish impermanence of all things; or they observe that
vijnanas flow one after another non-stop, they mistake it for nirvana and establish
eternality of all things.
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