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Productions and extinctions of consciousnesses
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(1-11)

Then, Bodhisattva-Mahasattva Mahamati asked Buddha: Bhagavan (World
Honored One):

In how many ways do the arising, abiding, changing and cessation of the various
vijnanas take place?
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Buddha replied: There are two ways in which the arising, abiding, changing and
cessation of the various vijnanas take place, and they cannot be perceived by
ordinary people.
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2-(1-11)
There are two ways in which the arising of the various vijnanas takes place:
through the rising of continuation and the rising of forms.
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3-(1-11)
There are two ways in which the abiding takes place: through the abidance of
continuation and the abidance of forms.
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4-(1-11)
There are two ways in which the cessation takes place: through the cessation of
continuation and the cessation of forms.
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5-(1-11)

Mahamati there are three appearances of the various vijnanas.

They are: the appearance of turning (the 7th consciousness), the appearance of
karma (the 8th consciousness) and the appearance of truth (the 9" consciousness) .
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6-(1-11)

Mahamati (Great Wisdom), there are three categories of vijnanas
(consciousnesses) in simplicity, or eight categories of forms (8 consciousnesses)
when analyzed in detail.
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What are the three categories?
They are: the true vijnana (the Tathagata), perceiving vijnanas (the 5™ and 8"
consciousness), and discriminating vijnanas (the 6th and 7th consciousnesses).
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6b-(1-11)
Mahamati! As a mirror reflects forms, the perceiving vijnanas (the 5™ and 8"
consciousness) perceive objects.
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6¢c-(1-11)

Mahamari! The perceiving vijnana (the 5" and 8" consciousness) and
discriminating vijnanas (the 6th and 7" consciousness) are not different from
each other; they are mutually interdependent.
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6d-(1-11)

Mahamati! The causes of the perceiving vijnanas (the 5" and 8" consciousness)
are the inconceivable permeation and inconceivable transformation (the mature
seeds in the 8" consciousness manifest in the 5 consciousness, or the new seeds
go from the 5™ consciousness, to the 6™ consciousness, to the 7" consciousness
and to the 8" consciousness).
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6e-(1-11)

Mahamati! The causes of the discriminating vijnanas (the 6™ and 7" consciousness)
are the grasping of objects and the permeation of false thought since the
beginingless time.6e-(1-11) A& | AUfEREHRE » Foffidn= 182 - 270 nl ek
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6f-(1-11)

Mahamari! If the various unreal illusions covering the true vijnana (the 9"
consciousness, Tathagata) have ceased, then vijnanas of all sense organs will also
cease. This is called the cessation of the forms.
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6g-(1-11

I\/?ai(wamat)i! The cessation of continuation (of vijnanas) takes place when the
causes for continuation cease to function; this is when both causes and conditions
cease to function.
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6h-(1-11)

Why is that, Mahamati?

The causes are the permeated habits since the beginingless time;

the conditions are false thoughts that arise from the self-mind discriminating the
external states.
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(1-12)
Mahamati! For example, a lump of clay and motes of dust, both are neither
different nor non-different. It is the same for gold and its adorned ornaments.
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1-(1-12)

Mahamati! If the lump of clay is different from the motes of dust, then the lump is
not made of dust. However, it is made of motes of dust, therefore they are not
different.
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2-(1-12)
If they are not different, then the lump will be indistinguishable from its motes.
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3-(1-12)

Therefore, Mahamati! if the (seven) turning vijnanas (the 5th, 6th and 7"
consciousnesses), the alaya vijnana (the 8th consciousness) and the appearance of
truth (which is Tathagata) are different, then the alaya vijnana (the eighth
consciousness) is not the cause for the turning vijnanas.
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4-(1-12)

If they are not different, then when the (seven) turning vijnanas cease, the alaya
vijnana (the eighth consciousness) should also cease.

However, their origin, which is the appearance of truth (Tathagata), never ceases.
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5-(1-12)

Therefore Mahamati! What ceases to function is not the appearance of truth (the
9" consciousness, Tathagata), but the appearance of karma (in the 7" and 8"
CONSCIOUSNESS).
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6-(1-12)
If the appearance of truth (the 9™ consciousness, Tathagata) ceases to function, so
will the alaya vijnana (the 8" consciousness).

6-(1-12) % ELIME - ealise, -

K6-(1-12) 5 5 EAHE (557 L 20 Ahe) e - (55 / k- Pal RE I ) Fl
B

7-(1-12)
Mahamati! If the alaya vijnana (the 8th consciousness) do extinguish, then it is no
different from the views of annihilationism and eternalism held by the externalists.
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1-(1-13)

Mahamati! The externalists say that when the grasping of external objects (the 6th
consciousness) ceases to function, the continuation of vijnanas (external shadow
of the 6™ consciousness) will also cease;

Also the continuation of vijnanas cease, the cycle of birth and death since the
beginingless time (the 8" consciousness) will also cease.
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2-(1-13)

Mahamati! The externalists claim that the causes (of birth and death) are the flows
of consciousness, and not the interactions of the eye, forms, light and the eye
consciousness; they also insist on other causes.
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3-(1-13)
Mahamati! They claim the causes to be Braham, the creator, the heaven of
freedom, the time, or the motes of dust.
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(Below summary is from our teacher- General Peter Kao:
These seven kinds of self-nature are the conditions from which all dharma of
matter arise. This truth is realized by Buddha of all directions.
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Furthermore, Mahamati! There are seven kinds of self-nature:

1. the self-nature of collection (samudaya-svabhava),
(ref: The original Tathagata-garba, in which the entity and function are one;
purity and impurity are one)

2. the self-nature of one's own nature (bhava-svabhava),
(ref: Each living being’ self-nature (the functional body of the 8th
consciousness) is established, and it has been separated from Tathagata-garba.)

3. the self-nature of appearance and nature (laksana-svabhava),
(ref: Tathagata-garba turns into the appearance of each being.)

4. the self-nature of the (four) elements (mand-bhuta-svabhava),



(ref: Each being establishes his own four-element physical body)
5. the self-nature of causality (hetu-svabhava),
(ref: Each being creates his own causes.)

6. the self-nature of conditionality (pratyaya-svabhava),
(ref: Each being creates his own conditions.)

7. and the self-nature of completion (nispatti-svabhava).
(ref: Each being fills his own 8" consciousness with good, bad and neutral
karma seeds.)

(1-14) B0 | A EfErEa Y - Al - S|UEEME - A - AAEEM
KEMEEN - RUEEY - Ea%: - BeEa T -

k(1-14) EXKRE | HiEMEEM: -

P -

LEMEEM: -

(RaGa s EE 2 f ~ RER A RIS, 5y~ 7S -
(empty and function ~ purity and impurity are one entity)
(EAIHHZE 14 empty BLZ#E condition HYEHEf)

2.8 -
(e RE LA et oo Be 175 7 e - B2 HAES) -

SARME: -
(AR Ry (8 A Y B, & — VI AHATR) -

4. (9) RfEMEE M -

5.AMEEM: -
(E&EANEREEEEHANE M) -

6.4 M B -
(&S E L& BRI Ry B M) B 1%

7B
(R A1 {-5th, 8" S {ELE T)



1-(1-15)
Furthermore, Mahamati, there are seven kinds of the primary truth:
1. the state of mind (citta-gocara),

(ref: one’s true mind conforms to the true suchness.)

2. the state of wisdom (jnana-gocara),
(ref: The first, second, and third ground bodhisattvas have turned certain

percentage ignorance to proper knowledge.)

3. the state of knowledge (prajna-gocara),
(ref: The true suchness certified by fourth, fifth, and sixth ground bodhisattvas by

using five sciences and observing their own 6" consciousnesses.)

4. the state of views (drstidvaya-gocara),
(ref: The seventh ground bodhisattva who can observe the characteristics of the
true suchness and the worldly dharma.)

5. the state in which one transcends dualistic views (drsti-dvaya-tikranta gocara),
(ref: Bodhisattvas who have forsaken the dualistic views and practice the middle

way.)

6. the state of transcending bodhisattva grounds (suta-bhumy-anukramana
gocara),
(ref: Bodhisattvas beyond the 8" ground who have attained the knowledge of

the emptiness of people and dharma.)

7. and the state of self-realization of Tathagata (tathagata-syapratyatma-gati
gocara
(ref: the wisdom of Tathagata, the Self-Realized One. )
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2-(1-15)

Mahamati! Buddhas of the past, present, and future have attained enlightenment
by combining the seven self-natures (functions) with the primary truth (entity)
into one suchness.With suchness they accomplish the perfect cultivation of the
worldly dharma, beyond-worldly dharma, and the highest beyond-worldly
dharma.
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3-(1-15)

With wisdom eyes that thoroughly see self-appearance and common-appearance,
Buddha establishes the proper dharma rules for his disciples to practice, which are
different from the evil views of externalists.
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1-(1-16)

Mahamati! What are the common evil views of externalists and practitioners?
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2-(1-16)

Their false thoughts (the dualistic view) arise from the discrimination of external
objects, and they are not aware that they were from their own self-minds (the
mature seeds in the 8" consciousness). Externalists’ theory is contradictory.
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3-(1-16)

Mahamati! The nature of foolish and lay people are ignorant, they do not
understand the primary truth and that all dharmas of matters have no self-nature.
Instead, they develop dualistic views.
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1-(1-17)

Furthermore, Mahamati! In order to extinguish suffering in the three realms,
which arise from false thoughts, one should cease ignorance and desire (the two
conditions); then, one can see clearly when the illusory state appear. | will explain
these now.
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2-(1-17)

Mahamati! Sramanas and Brahmans believe in annihilationism (no cause, no
retribution), eternalism (cause without retribution), permanent existence based on
external objects and time, conditions base on skandhas (aggregates), dhatus
(realms), ayatanas (entrances) or birth and extinction.
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3-(1-17)

Mahamati! Externalists who hold these views destroy the Buddha’s theory of
causes, conditions and consequences, such as the worldly causes and
retribution, production of (five) skandhas, the three realm conducts, the beyond
worldly causes and retribution, Nirvana, the Marga-aryasatya (the bodhi path),
Samudya-aryasatya (karmas), Duhkha-aryasatyaubg (suffering ), and
Nirodha-aryasatya (cessation). Externalists’ theory is annihilationism.
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k3-(1-17) K5 | e (ONERIR 1SS (RRER]) ~ (Ban)7E = Ce- T
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Why?

4-(1-17)
They cannot reach the beyond-worldly truth in the present and cannot realize the
origin (based on annihilationism and eternalism).

4-(1-17) FrLIE AT ? DUERATA 145, R RAGTE 3L -
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5-(1-17)
Mahamati! Take for example a broken jar that is unable to function as a jar.
Again, their theory is like a burnt seed which is incapable of sprouting.

5-(1-17) RE | BEAOBGHE ARG - JRanfafd - AESFE -

6-(1-17)

Therefore, Mahamati! according to view of annihilationism, when one passes
away, skandhas (aggregates), dhatus (realms) and ayatanas (entrances) should
also disappear and should not exist in the past, present nor the future life.

Their belief that false thoughts develop without cause, therefore no dharmas will
be produce in sequence.
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7-(1-17)

Mahamati! The externalists claim that dnarmas arise from the combination of the
three conditions: annihilationism, eternalism, and consciousness (the creator).

In that case, a tortoise would grow hair (in the shell), and sands would produce oil.
If they practice this theory, it would be meaningless and it would destroy their
own Views.
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8-(1-17)

Mahamati! Tthe externalists say that dharmas arise from the combination of the
three conditions (annihilationism-no cause no retribution, eternalism - cause
without retribution, and the creator), as a result of their cultivation experiences of
causes, conditions and self-appearances through their life cycles in the past,
present and future.
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9-(1-17)

The founder of externalist, Kapila, passed down his theory to the 7th generation
named Isvarakrsna (black liberation), who later wrote Hiranyasaptati and
completed their basic theory.

Tamas (unseen) first created feeling, and feeling created 25 Tamas theories. These
theories occupy one’s mind, establishing one’s own view and evil knowledge.

0-(1-17) AT - Fe AR - BB » 11 UBER, - (IR -
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(FH tamas =42 )52, (R4 )fE(F 25 % nﬁ?) () EFDE - (2
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10-(1-17)
Mahamati! Foolish and lay people, poisoned by evil views and fooled by evil
sounds, falsely claim this theory preached by their wise ancestor.
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1-(1-19)

Mahamati! Other Sramanas and Brahmans cast away the views of self-nature,
they are just like the cloud, the fire-wheel and the city of Gandharvas, non-
production, the mirage, the illusion, moon as reflected in the water and the dream.

1-(1-19) A= | H{RGEeR/DPT ~ 22880 > BEETE ~ 5 ~ Kim ~ TER
L o MEAS ~ 40~ B KA R -
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K (A ERY) ©

2-(1-19)
All these illusory false thoughts, since the beginningless time, are not apart from
the self-mind.

2-(1-19) MR > =R RIARE 1 > AEEE L o

k2-(1-19) I (L)MER) L EFMER - (B2 fdn) 8 imaamE 5 - ke
e

3-(1-19)

One should cease false thoughts of causes and conditions, and should cast away
speaking and objects of speaking, observation and objects of observation, bodies
and objects, which all appear from the alaya vijnana (the 8th consciousness).

3-(1-19) = ENGRF - M= EaRpTER - BT 2L S G -

k3-(1-19) = MENGIR - Bl E(RE)S AR - ((BERE)ERPTE - (B2
BTG e ) -

4-(1-19)

One should understand that the current state of the 5th consciousness is from the
8" consciousness; therefore, grasping (the six sense faculties) and objects of
grasping (the six external objects) and conduct (the six consciousnesses) should
not go together.

4-(1-19) JREIESR » A7 0 Rz o AHEE
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ka-(1-19) A3k (8" SRATERAY)EE (5" 58%) - (& T)(BE)EZ (/SRS EE) -
Kz A (Na#) o (OE L) AHIE(CNEEE =) -

5-(1-19)

If one’s mind is not attached to external objects and is free of the birth, existence,
changing and cessation, one can attain proper observation and enter right
knowledge.

5-(1-19) fEFTAEST - BEEER > B0 AT -

k5-(1-19)fEERT A BE T (SR SEE/SE IR RHF A A=) - (WE ]
POBEEFECGE) R > B OLOAR)ERE AT B (B2 A L) -

6-(1-19)

Mahamati! These bodhisattvas will, before long, attain the state in which birth
and death and Nirvana are equal. With great compassion, they use expediency to
guide living beings, while not attaching to any specific living being (their causes
Is the Buddha cause).

6-(1-19) K& | 2z - A A EBEIREIRPE o« KAEITJT{H - fEhds
JifHE -

k6-(1-19) K2 | fR0E - A AE G RAESUER(—HEIR) ¥ - (HE
FITRERIE) RAE () PO (FREHEM)JT(E - HE(6th ~ 7th 3% ERTE(E)R S
FECAHHIER RBEE) -

7-(1-19)

Mahamati! They understand that all realms of living beings are illusory.
Therefore, they do not purposely create causes and conditions, they stay away
from internal and external states, and their minds are not bound by outside images
and dharmas.

7-(1-19) K= | R — IR AT ERAL] - ARG > BEEENSMNESR
LIMEERTR, -

k7-(1-19) A5 | e —UIRUAES > (TR BRNZ) > AH(RECREF)
N - BEECR BN L)IMNES - LFMEER) AT R (UAE) -
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8-(1-19)

They will enter the state of non-appearance (the knowledge of emptiness of
people) and subsequently enter the state of the Samadhi of ground bodhisattvas.
They will comprehend that the three realms are illusory, observe with no
discrimination and attain the Samadhi Vajravimbopama.

8-(1-19) BB ASAH IR - IR AEH E;h =RRI 5T - i =504
TTHIEIE - ERANZ) =R -

k8-(1-19) KEHE ASEAHIE > KBRS () Afeth 2t =BRETFR, i =574
2] (L) TR (BB - EfRL) =8k -

9-(1-19)

They will transcend the self-mind, dwell in Prajila Paramita (and the 8" ground)
and cast away the expedience (used prior to reaching the 8" ground) in the way of
save living beings.

9-(1-19) EH LIREATA » (SHEMCE GRS - SR AP T -

k9-(1-19) & B.OFRAERTA - I EMCE R AR - (VMR FalE (e A= (/U
AT, AR 1) (BEERTIEA ~ IR B)FTEJS(E -

10-(1-19)

Without production or creation of causes and conditions, bodhisattvas have
realized the absolute universal enlightenment, Samadhi of Vajra, and they will
enter the Tathagata-body.

They will enter the transformation body of true suchness and attain all
adornments, the state of kindness and compassion and the supernatural power of
self-mastery.

10-(1-19) <e:flllngy —/E£Z > BE ALK  fE AL0ant - tiEE A - 2838
T B -

k10-(1-19) (fE#E(E, 2 S B E0E %/ 0 4012 absolute universal
enlightenment) <z il = FEEFR (B5 B A E) » BB A (BEIEELAN, 55)012k(E) & -
B8 A (EES A) AN EL L)L (IMNEE F) () » MmE T » A8 HE > BE

+- 2t

%
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11-(1-19)

They can enter all Buddha lands and places of the externalists, because they are
free of Citta (the mind), Manas (the mentation) and Vijnana (the consciousness).
This is how bodhisattvas orderly transform and attain the Tathagata-body.

11-(1-19) FA—UNA] - SNEARR - BE LR, S XES - 5
RS -

k11-(1-19) (B A— DAl - SME (AN AR (REES) - # 06" 3 B (7" 55)
(6" )G ), BEEH S Bk -

B BHEEE

1-(1-20)

Therefore Mahamati! bodhisattvas who wish to attain the Tathagata-body (mano-
maya-kaya; will made body) should cast away skandhas (aggregates), dhatus
(realms), ayatanas (entrances), the expediency of causes and conditions, and the
false thoughts (from 8th consciousness ) of birth, existence, changing and
extinguishment.

1-(1-20) A= | BIERARIBA S - EEElz Al - GATETS
{5 AR RS -

k1-(1-20)K%2 | A ER) AR (ER A V= EiE)E A (EL£5)
B EBEEER AL (BOBsES e NG E T (E - (s 8" kAT
) A R T R s,

2-(1-20)

Bodhisattvas should use the straight mind when progressing on the Bodhi path
and observe false thoughts (the 6™ consciousness) and habits (the 7"
consciousness) and distinguish among the seeds that created the three realms
since the beginningless time.

2-(1-20) ME L EA#E - BEEIAE A > 2HERN 0 =

k2-(1-20) E(IE).Ly B () - BIER a6 S e (7(7" 588 - (R) =M
Cra)EREE A - (A =/ -
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3-(1-20)

Bodhisattvas should contemplate the dharma of non-existence (of selfish love and
desires) and no-production (no-extinction) in Buddha land; and they will attain
the state of sagely self-realization in which one has obtained self-mastery and
Tathagata—garba

3-(1-20) EEfERTA - it > BIESEER - B.OBAE - SR ETT -

k3-(1-20) EEMERTA (B, 20) > fhitiAO) - BIERE/BCE) - BO0H
£ > FIEERE S T (i LI A020GR) -

4-(1-20)

Their teaching are like the Mani jewels in various colors, which shine on the
subtle minds of living beings. They manifest in transformation bodies and guide
living beings according to their mind capacity, causing them to be like
bodhisattvas who establish their wholesome roots successively.

Therefore, Mahamati! these are the Siddhanta; and bodhisattvas should study
them.

4-(1-20) 4P T ESBEE > WA TR BRAR 0 THLME SO RIS > 35
ORI T, » A | RIS » [ -

k4-(1-20)40FE X CLEEE - (AR S AR (=4l il - AL
SHE(RE)LEE(FIR) (@TMF‘?&D““#H)n%ﬂt@ﬁ“k?lﬁ%Q%II(E*E) °
ERE | HAES  JEEESR

(End of ref#5/book page #p51-2)
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